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too near their chiefs, because their juniors would for brevity .address them as ' Colonel'; nor was it seemly that when a .soldier said he was going to the colonel he should have to be .asked,' To which ?' The First Consul accordingly proposed to give the second officer in a regiment the title of major. His opinion prevailed, and the rank of lieutenant-colonel was restored, but not the name. This looks like a distinction without a difference; but it is not so, as the following story .shows.
On the first day of the battle of Essling the Austrians had captured the village of that name, and the French regiment which had been posted there was retiring in some disorder before a much superior force, when, being sent to that point by Marshal Lannes, I learnt that the colonel had just been killed. The officers and men, resolved to avenge him and retake Essling, had, under the command of the major, promptly re-formed their ranks, still under fire, at no great                           |
distance from the houses. I hastened to tell the marshal the state of affairs; but when I said in a low voice, c The colonel is dead/ Napoleon, who was close by, frowned, uttering a c Hush!' which made me silent; and though unable to explain to myself how he proposed to improve the occasion, I could see that for the moment he did not wish to know that the colonel was killed.
The Emperor, who has been accused of lacking physical courage, galloped off, in spite of the bullets which were whistling round us, reached the centre of the regiment, and asked where the colonel was. No one replied, till Napoleon, having repeated his question, several soldiers answered, c He las just been killed.5 ' I did not ask if he was dead, but where he is.3 Then a timid voice announced that he had been left in the village. ' What, soldiers!' said Napoleon. ' You have left your colonel's body in the hands of the enemy ? Know that a brave regiment should always be able to show its eagle and its colonel, dead or living. You have left your colonel in that village; go and find him.' The major, catching Napoleon's thought, cried, cYes, we are dishonoured if we don't bring back our colonel! } and off he lost sight of us,r Scott, mainly, it wonld appear, on the authority of Napoleon himself (as reported by Las Oases) and Savary.essi&res looked confused, and must have felt still more so when the Emperor sat down to dinner without inviting him, while he made Marshal Lannes take a seat at his right hand. My and I were as sad this evening as we had beenve Bessidres, and the antipathy
